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Belgian Lace

It dc/ear that wit/Ic the diversit v at t.h e L u/lures a live in Be igiarnm
.soincfltfles bet >our(v aid/ct/an, this sante dieersi!i; out and 5 ta/ste

Coot iOitttCiSf3iutiin?idYttl ‘trainee!

en! eres meet we tItUs! a nt/i ue he mBa t cc have a /wayv bee; in the
Pine eers in i/u’ ‘rnstrri’1a,; ef a attired i./urape.

thirst aras radn’.

B elgium is a small country siighdv larger than the state of Maryland, te ith just
over Ii.! nruIIenr puopir-. c/c Jtsrarrcc hutsceeu rts lartnest oifliS is

(oven ‘s si-se and popuiation. the casual observer should he care/ui not re
aaeiesitittatc its h tgh degree at napurl ance and intend aredness in Lu rrtpd aria
t- te world. The bitter tensions between the two major ethnic groups, the Wal[onians
I t-rencn—speakingj and Mcmi rigs (Dutchspeakingt are considerable, and the manner
is which thee address and resolve them may well reflect in mane ways IN dthOI.

I rsfs I ‘‘.j t I 05kI

tOe gti/ed racentasertar.es line ifltdNts rronl ttiaiui’spirLGiet. C

them into a c/brie with a. beautiful hut strong pattern. s.o too history, geographrc. posh
tion, and. religion have woven the Belgian culture into a diverse and complicated.
d;tsiVtn. similar to all rf Funpe, fr understand Belgium and even sortie of the tensions

the cnn is bc/pitt] ra descrrbe it n terms the metaphor
a. hocci-er. let us explore its rurhuic tr and rhsin01rrsti

it studreds of years the people 01 Belgium, both the Flemish of Dutch a.ncesrrr ,h.n the.
north a.nd the Waliouians (of French ancestry) iii t.he south, were ruled by a number
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r Pa 1101 l:s. U vet I n .151)00 years A :5 s tr a p an ir a ann he. h hand
.ruled, at onetime or anothea the area thot is now .ii-e..ialanv Although there were
i.a.digenous nationalistic movements that sought to crea.te the nation of Belgi.nm, it
was finally established in I 8Sf) tha.nks to: the machinatio.ns of Lord halmerston,

ext ow go atL ntstct tF a In has 4ud

dettler in hco 0 ovUrId War I and II, and without this boISe’: anne it is cPr rIFle and
even probable that Germany would have overwhelmed natn the French and the
hnglish (Thch.man, 1.962).

The Hen stall. and Wail 15.151,0 n cultures, oUsting side by side, have given hirth to a
core of [teiainn oride. nltnt.lnatlonal t:’r tet,rtexclttss 000lpetjt ions, nclctar is.

WaNonian Versus Flemish

Still. itcannot he oentcd that there are conflicts and tenstons between the
Wftilonians and the blent ish, Unlike mn:m’ otner cultural groups livina in one

or aroa teho esca.iat :nr:se diffcoart.:c> into hloots: s.u,,trnntati’ n s and sr:’r

11.0 01 a: :0 H jan a. t a: H I,. Ca at an .1. . 5: 1 HiSS. 015.1 ‘r an s Ii Hi to

on ces a a. cc stc’i’natiO way :- i n cc lv ‘‘ beigiuri-i is a federation of a. tales in
which the central gpvertsn .cnt has relinnaished almost all, of its power except in
such areas as finance, defea.se, and international relations. Tlwre are, in fact, a
hxwilderin:c number of p-nrliaments: One is Hr the nation, in its entirety; one for
Rruss:els L: a international :0tH’ in the midOle of Hem oh S-speaking E:anders, in

ttovern.nk 11 fOr a record 2sf days because the prime ro:.t:osterelent fail nO several
ti.mes to town a coalition e.overnment that represented. a] interests. In 2006, when
a Fre.nch—iattguag.e tei.evision program was interrn.pted with a spoof news fl.as:h
a.nnoun.cing that the: Fl.emiclt parliament had declared indepen.dence, the ki.ng had
fled and pat i: tome at had non ‘10 i,s solved, it “ra sss’ id.elv tt eliot

Ficmish artguagy cable TV, wHit: adio,inins: streets ont ftench bcls’i:nm’s emhat.:sies
al,,mad have th..ree separate commercal attachds, Alth’.ingh this soint.ion to governing
ami.d ethnic tensi.on ma seem contrived and unduly’ complicated, it is far prefera.hle
th.an the alternative aft: w’ar n.nd. destrttction,As Th,: Economist aptly pointed out.
(“II el s,’.i. an : Fading, Aw:nc”l.992. I, Be’l a a tu “deserve’s a ciar2’ fOr avoiding t he m in.dies

<tile ‘amtf’y’ ‘teisnan norma tne

a. tIHOS in t’t Pooh and French ais.d :e1aH::.tde’d
svns hail ham Be.h4’nns’s 0 enhi.se,

Still, Hetc is a seriou.s m.ovement am.oag some prominent Wllllonian.s to argue fur
national d.i.si.ntegration so that th.e Flemi.sh region can unite with th.e Netherlh.nds an.d.
possibl’’ partoof France’ and Germany (“Could Flanders:’ 1997),This has ye,ij concern
in ,.:t,::. linrope’a.a now jns. where lb ore area Iso races aiitnist movements I e.g,, Spain F.

.IOG’ yifl .“oix.’:lt:c. 00110115 such as ilte hL:_,,eith di’cersc calfuta!
‘as 1u1e :0,1 .0 cast pawti!!v faPe.w ‘ avoid such a.It’e’,nativcs. an:t Inn

‘1’ ‘sc.’ tes.e:nst’Ics anat ‘•‘-•‘°-‘ at’ Belgian lace.

History of Lace

Lace ftrst appeared in the late 1.5th century in Flan dora and Italy. It was originally
u.s. od :i :5:, est a’ tt satts C Pt tot on dot tea. ‘ni Cf its. By I 9t). i ace h a d beet. Ime a fat. nc of

atirte(:;traticanocomnlcw’e.\..,hllnvrrafn::itovertaar’p.:

w,tn lar0eats and colts of iace. Pit’s w’eise’ soon.
—, a.. ,_a

wind1 v. ‘s., and lesS iinea.s. l..acewasasicn of social status and wealth .A a lacenakirg
ceat’cr. s..:Ltnders estahll shed itsel.f as’ a. promInent industrial region w thin Europe.

Bohhi.n lace, first introduced in Flanders, requires t.he weaver to manage hun.d.teds
of hohhlns la creati.ag a .singl.e piece of l.ace. Systematically and rhvth.rnically the’
threads frc,m. the lOot 21) sets of I.e bins a.re braided around hras:s pins skillfully

to aiim a veomoirie or t’tctorlai dos:en. :110

a aot:ic,i:c 0:10,0Cc’ at fact’ ff1 <once that 5 best evhihieJ whet, r010 lace
LI.,:... ti a. datc ha: Fai’cluPe1 fahran such. as deep.coj’rcd velvet o.t atin. During 10’

fbhiaos’ioa.aas.sage. c,”tlnrras:

Form became more important than color; in.stead of intricate effects’ of limitless
expansion, desieaers stres.sed cl.am’its’, sym.metry; and stability, In t.he decorative

itO) new sttrtt ‘.‘os most nottcec,blv e’xptess.eo in sharp distin. cm ions, between
S —

‘5

“Ii’ ‘t..’t’r bib: fran’ 1ane. i’benp.’r, ,o2d,\-bi. IS.
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376 PART CL CLEFT NATIONAL CULTURES

fraditionally, the best lace- makers were cloistered nu.ns. hmperor Charles V
hat ‘ctc m king3houw Pe conpe1s ‘a ka1 a ark -‘ tOP ‘en a

or.it Flanders during th-.e .Renai.ssance. To create a square foot of.iace with. an intricate
dcsicn mac re.quire hundred.s or even thousands or hours. Lesen.-d has it rh.atsorrie
nuns worn-ct spend their enti.re l.ives producing lace for the pope’s roheec. Althoc.gh lace
is no Ion-car a predominant industry in Belgium, and machine’prohuced lace is the
ncir;n. the Belgians sti.i-l take great pride in this: traditional art fe-tm; most homes Fact
at ic-cat one: piec.e of handwoven l.ace on a table or dispiasvd in a fra:me,

S is :-• tv 1-Seird at ts can hold n s a piece of lace and tell if it was handwoven or ct aSH i. at
ham I ice rc tan. cc re:ra vat cc 0 trUe-in tece an out U be. a n-U I be ccc:: our- r I. ‘a- cc-crc: r

it-cc ac:e s red ccc- d - FE he texture and n alt e r r ‘.:‘ f he - ace F ace:ant‘a

A Land of Contrasts

The situ-c-ale !nct:,:ecia i.ndh.vidualisnn and the necci to ic-cl-oc,tc Ic- a

sc—cietai rules, arid have strong family ties
ci cant i:’ tan net weet worktng and soci a.l. welfare

The stark d.iffdrence he•t’een nrhar1 and rural, areas
TIne- oe-s.;.re for artand beauty, hut also practical.ity

Still. inst as a lace .maker integrates contrasting designs in the master ieee. the
‘BcLxian co-vernrnent atte:mpts to i.ntegrate separate cultures tnto a unifed republic.
even when there a.re thre-e sepa.rate parl.i.aments in. each of the three major regions.

2

A Land of Three Languages

I n’fiwst’aa11}the Beig an government recogntzvs three na ac lat1taaf to I

negulations regarding th.e.conduct of edu.cation..and cqmn.wrce within the areas op
rcdprtmard hr rat’ ‘espakers Inhlandets th ncr herr po i ‘a ‘F5 at

dering the Netherlands,busines.s and education. are primarily conducted. in. batch, the
a fuagc o the I lemish peopie a ho tpresve about Sri’ n , t ‘

hrion. In Wal.lonia, the southern portion of the country bordering crcacc.

and education are, primarily .conducted in French, the native lan.gciara:.nf the
Walionian people., wh.o constitute about 3155 of the BeIg Ian populatit a. In Linahat a. a
cciv small area horderi.n.g Germany with aboot Fr, of the population-, German cm.

it’, c ian5.uagc. ‘lb be impartial -and: ct o:t i:tncaliv atahie. merchan’:
a -c mmcm attic loIs. ar,d ‘a’herc :n the captiat ctv cf Brussels couacc: nasa

I itp tint

01 Lurooc. ann mann multInalloral tiritta n-cm

tsmhttshcd Luropean ontcea there tn recent ‘ears oeca’ase ot tnt :in:t:cata’n nc
lurortean Commu-nit in 1992. At any gtven tame about. svn at the popi: La ‘n
l3-eitum is tureigners.

En Belgian schools, children are first required to study the native ana-adge 01

resnon in whtch tIer live kt at least 8 ‘rears. Thea- are also requtred to star
iang,rtagsn which could be Dutch. French. Fnglish, or German. for at least 4 tears. It in

nor tutci’mmon to meet a Belgian, usually a Fleming. who is proticient in each c-f rue

f-cast languages as well as others.Fiowever, Belgians are proud of theirnatinc tancae,cs:
and cultures. If two headstrong Belgians, a Fleming and a Walionian. Save

abate. they will usually defer to Lnglish because the Wallonian will probahir’ not
able or want to speak Dutch and the Fleming will not condescend To spear French
a Wallonian if it can be ave-rUed,

in everyday life the impact cf these linguistic difterences varies e-ntficanriinc
ma’ not be encountered at all hr those who reside deep within Fiandet a

“It Bele’’”asc a. cmwi,._ebudt ‘ iroris’d ‘a

_t Jilts c’ac “ d” K’ re la Ps t uric rve

NaTO headquarters recuire that public land can he sold univ to Datcrm- navcrs
100cc teno showawiliingness. To speak the language. tine man repnr:cct that

I ri eta, ad to Hal renth 1 Inguace ta a to tPt5q ad cm -

tend to appreciate the useof .their languag.es and will generailt: a’a’t1i up to
more quickly’ if an attempt is made. I:o learn at least one of id-era.
helgian.s deal with the langua.ge di.iferences.every day, it is in poor taste hoe
to point out the differences or to.wonderalond.why the diffkrences cannot l:’c

through diplomacy. .: .

The oldest Catholic university.in.the wsr:l:d, the :U niversit of L.cacen: located

20 mil.es’east of.Bru.ssels in .Flanders .ihristrates:t.he..consequence.sof tlte- maccase

confl.ict. For hundreds of years the unb’ersity ‘served both Flemish artd; ixidhanian

Beigian:Ltca 377



La-nt 379

grouns. alto soau ic scutci u.s n colds around the etiversity For more than 20 years
the h.ostii itv evoive.d to the noint that the on iversitv was divided into two
carnpuse.s: one. in Leuven (Fiaode.r.s) -and one on the other side of the language
h-ord.er i’.n. Willonia. Thi.s separation d.ivided not only studen.ts and faculty hut also
resources tn -uk as thc- li.hrarv cobec.t.ion. Books were literally divided In title. with
th.ose In th-:: first haN of the aid abet staying, in he oven and those in the se:cond half

Region Versus Nation

As an dtttcnsiOu of the dual languages and cul tu rs.s of the Fierni.sh and 2%bllonians,
the. country j1as three romn.eot flags: the tricolor of Black, yellow, and red., repre
senting th.e Belgian country; the lilemish lion; and the Wallonia.n rooster. Most
Bel.gians icico.:tify more emotioneilv with the flag of their respective. c-uiturcs than wi.th
the tricolor ti.au’ of the nation. yl-:, Flemish lion is thy symbol of the Flu .ti.sh resistance

0

cci a h’s a , 7.2 a: it.i ion N- ‘ tsr i cart,
- r a I ttcd a en in:s t the n ioN cc; reNts anti

perh.aps corc’a pt manner’ in which the )ud.iciary handle-d a chilling a invoiz’ing a
pedophi.le ring that had. killed thur ou.ng girls.

Bel.giu.m. is a con.stitutional mon.archy; divided i.n.to three republics: Flanders,
Wailonia, a-nd Brussels. hack republic has its own repres’entatiyes. in the cc-utral
government ‘.cr national parli.amc-oi and its’ own divisions of the national political parties,
‘0,’

—
c t 0

ha-c twa ,:ra:t o’ei:tca: eartic, arc the Chrisa: Pcouie’z P:actv.

are also n-sr t : :-;itB etor uc’;shtt-;e roost of the maiot t ‘i-c-wspapers in 1k 1 u (fly of
seven) and solc-crvising social foe-Hi ties for youth, spc-’rts confederations, care- of the
aged., hos’pi.tc--s, s:avings han.ks:, and. unions’. Much of the workforce i,s unionized, Th.e
succ.e.ssfk.l. administration of the: trade unions aat.d other .social programs is heayii,
dc:pendc.nt or: social stahi.lity, idoc tc the extensive influence of these two political
parties in the t;te ot the nverarc- Bcigian, other L-’ottttcal parties have-not gained a

he party chat-cut its name to Vhot-;:os Bni.ang able miD- interest), In several European.
r5 1eg it cc and span) ‘ ‘r

political haze been lea grout
against the free entry of immigrant.s into th.eir nations.

Individual Verus Group

-a-n aarcc; rte,elaas a, egoto on’ -f a-i rationc on ton •aioieastca, it is, astdreO a
to: noon aunt, to tie-come erab-i,--,iwdt m their awn hoows.arart

ttk-v’tttingtcavctaciraotc’C,tatetal.flov,
they’ do- not yen tore far geographicai!-tc, usually living, within 30 miles of their parents’
home. This practi- cc crcnt.es a sttoig. family/community tic, essentiall’y enhancing the
family orie.ntation. of t.hw Belgi.an.s.

Bei.gian indi’cid’uahsm is’ also displayed, in their preference for owning their
homes Despite the great expens-e, about 65% of Belgians own the place: where they
tiyc rescide-ncc-s. that I-anne from -condominiums to suhorhan-cooot a’- homes. A.

to roe gruat pride to ti:,cL-!canhiness
Ku-- he: pc:-

- 2 0O; in. toe “i o flu i-r is corn moo to sec r’eonie swccpi ian their
a ids :\t’a-cnmcan naih’ ate- a genie”- d-e

to

a :std-aca:r - - itida,a:
w:otr: tveicaiiv csea hnckct and a sure,’ B;’ush, Thus

orafcre’ncc bay d.c traceable to the historical shetmni’c -and h-igh- cost of fresh waten
Be-lgiti.ns also m.enct to ta.ke s’hort baths; us’e soapy water to wash the’ dis:hes and
tb-co wipe the so’ap off with. a tote-cl, rather tha.n rio-sing them with rater; n’nd.
drink soda nat-er, mice, beer, or wine rather than tap water or anything made
witl-t tap water.

‘best as c-ac-h region of Belgium has a dist’inctiye style and texture to it’s lace, so too
oH o ma ‘ it tot an H rta w he’ uses ofte-o o. man i wed ‘and decor a ted H is r i oct keN:

—

— r — _s ‘ w1t’i’i’

1 a F;elcian oar-c n-to canroa:hcassumrd from
is common fur extended families leather

the mr-ro,-arctu cads cf a nc”: or rcmodc-lc-d hi:- roe,
While hiehai;’; a:.’, tend to he individo-alistic, thc-i.r hut: liv ,or’,citatioi is si tong. The

family plays a c.entral role in H oily life. Family actkities and meals arc h.ighly’
cherished ,.lh-lo.st Belgian child’run go- home after a long day cst .schooi, do their
hc,mework, eat dinner, help with chores, and spend thre ‘with their families.
Fau’til tinw often incinde.s reading or watching television, On TV them’ can see
pm-o’grams h-n ‘C: dcasr. in. French, Dutch. German, and F to lis.h, usually with sub-titles

N — —



380 PART Vi.
-

Family Life

the we e -tent Is: maze H ci an ch I t.tn.c; oart Ic pate n Sc or. t n mgrtu -: So ndm;

a n:-ttrV; NoeL :- tO cm::: corn a: - tat:: re:ea: LV rotate

Su.ndavs between the two fan rib.es.
Mothers often work. Out of a tota.l workfdree of4A million, I .9 million are women.;

boweren wom.en typically are Hood 1.0: traditiona.liv iron-male” occupations strcl. as
ON-

coast fir r short s: cos and tofo 5.1 .n or the lii era tot on ser st.av S - in the warn it or.ths
camping in the Ardennes (mountains in so-oth.east Belgium) is a frequent pastime.

a couple marri.es,the woma.n takes the name o-f the man nn.d connects it with
aid enna s.c that if sir -as: a Sn I: h and ma tied a Jo nor Ic er mar r - oH- name

ttrc teem-a it trecorne-:: erwtnunt Lth nrc-u rat;

Cat.hr:-iic influence diyorce is rare and only recoerrized after rears ‘rf separation.
However, the economy, more than, the Cat-holic Church, h.as i.ntloen.eed the size of
firm ii los The soc i: a fly corre ci. fir milv size is two ch.lld ten, an.d a fir m ily has rece iyed a

if tt—-. tm: ehi-Jdrc-rr cr1; a

aoout 1970, much has been done to enrat-c ipate worn.err through ±sgislation anti no-hI
ical decision making. Although legal equality has been mostly achi.eved, it will take
ti.me to eradicate the co.nvictions and. preiud.ices that haye hXn nurtured for so many
years. Moreovep the- gender-based segregation of hal-f of the countrvts elementary

C

err iit.e-rrmes heigran:’: urt: pareortie a few treir :rose

frieud-si.:ips. Un.like the United States, where people tend to n; qui.ck to establish.
friendships, the Belgians generally require a great deal. of time- before relationsfips
rnatute. Most people with whom. lielui:ors’ i.ntera0 tegularh’- will remain simply

epa N 1:L::::—_: t:.!.OrL’ Nafl L:’LL NtLkN_ N C-rN_It N Lw: :0: :c::r> N’-:; rN-:

Consensus and Compromise

Belgians normally hold. their right to privacy ano their own opin.it-ns sa.ered. As
lace makers have a range of motions with which thur pull fr-arc their hoh.hl’us r,nr-l

weave their threads..around the’brass pins,so too ‘the. Belgians .seem: to have similar
ranges in their varied.activities:”Stil.l, rarely does a Belgian’stray ‘far from tb.e grwup hr
rakine an extreme posi.tion. Belgium is getrerall’va ctrut.r trvof corisensr.rs. en rnpnr

and coor’-eration. trowerer eccenrrc artists are reverec t55)1iO Cole :xirnie-ut ci

nal voice of protest. a-s lone as tOe’; are not hosttie or cenimntntronsi.- Fr
cal. however-. exciusion from. t1:e group .ean entail loneliness, pain, and more often
than not,materiai’po$ertyfverleveu. I:987,p. 119) :. ,

‘ :L :‘,

Overarch’ing the individualism of each’ Belgian i’s:a set.’of .eommon’pol’itical’roles. thr’tt
have governed public policy and conduct’fer decades. This set in.cludes the following:

• The monarchs and Brussels ore untouchable: i-n ether nerds, al-I her ourdchanrw.
u-uI them sno-uld still be a nionarto.and Brus,els snc’u,cI

• European. ‘unit:cat:on and. the EU a.re to he advocated with.out aro: reservat
As noted above, however, the pol.itical part y,Vlaams Belang, now advocates the
breakup of the EU.

• The outhoritvof SAlt) and the Am.ericrrn ally mar he the su.hi- ot of fregue’rrt
criticism, hut they also color tue privrle e Of rnvroratrrun.

• Prospcrrtv is to h0 shared and no to he used as a ustrt;catron WI confrontatron

or class struggle.
• Labor strikes should not be allowed to jeopardize the existing economic order.
• Privacy and ‘persona.l liberty are not to he inapeded..in ‘any serio’u’s: ways

(Verleven, 1987, pp. 147-450).

he arttmpcs p us d1a—i “ r u a’

prusent vet another a-rca or contrast. Belgium has a Ions rraditton of agrtcultarai actrv:rv.
I he cenu area around Brussels I a r ch so ro flat arrow cundue c C zer

vet on].y 2% of th.e workfdrce is agricultural and only 1% of’the Gross:N’atiunal’Product
comes from farming, while the populat’ion.’is increasingly:concentrate.d itr:urban.areas
and engaged in industrial and service activities. Nonetheless, .Belgtairs vigorously
defend and subsidize their traditional astricultriral base. .-\lrfrougir Bcigiunr n-as rita
I 7th-highest population densit’ among roations at 537.5 rer soc-are kilometer,
pianntng has helped to ensure that must urban areas are p.easan:.

Industry and Business

l’n the past flew years a great debate has- raee’d o’ver na.rionel subsidies. or the. mmmc’,
and ste-el industrres located pnrfieularir rh0 Isalioniari rep: it 5-len:
rio prospeci [ the-se noustries ever reeainnrg their tOrin;t StutL 5 5:

]OI asoit that utr1flrnud oi sN Pt roe c t pa L

industries where .Belgium can compete in,the EU-:and worldwide. .. .. .

The contrasting fortwws of r,he trorth..and. s:outh of..$elgiuin .have o.ndergprre a
‘orauc h loge oser 1E last eentu to 1830 it rob was others’ ‘ ‘age of

-.0-cs 381



-3B2 PART Vi. rLNKLO:AL CULUREB

Belgian kingdom. Bite nobility spoke French, government proceedings a.nd. churt-h
services were conducted. in French, a.nd the wealthiest citizens, Wal.lonians, spo.ke
French. Therefore French ca rue to be perceived as the cultured-langugeitonversdn

Flemish were erceived. as the uncu.Itured and poorer members o Bdgi.an soc;ere
tnnt;l;e:rensain embIttered over stories that rhetrances:s’r’

in \;bnid War i (neti sinipix necause they could nor unde; stand the a’ cs -

9 . -N —— —

industries in Wailon.i.a to the shipping and international trade indu.stries of Flanders,
the Blemish found themselves in a position to deman.d recognition of their i.anguage
and cultural heritage.

Over the last decade Flanders ha.scontinuedto prosper,while most c’fWhllooia has
IN

iarcs or’cerves in the Belgium country mule, old
s,’hereincc Th kind of pros lucia! ctmhhe-rv vrsaiisha

rca Jieigiu nt BOOS- I.
Belgians must attend school from age 6 to 18. Programs are riuorous, and most

chddren have at l.east 2 hou.rs of homework everynight after8 hours of school. lb pass
from one level of education to the next, each student must take an ex.am. The results

the exams d.e-rcrmi.ne what schools the student may attend. and sch:-.ir vocation
dent iairiv r:nderiake A in, (,ernta.nv. students begtn studvnca br a v’ ‘cation us

tee-as. i: the rime thes come out of secondary sch ol. most Neatn oternsluac
stmr Ito c9cI5H U

skilled craftsnenpie. Thus, the high rates of unempimment are atseoncerting and
deressi.ng for ma:hy of them.

Immigration ssues

in c:enerei. fiemians are hard--working people, just litre ace makeis. who
on. ac ;ntr!cate piece ot lace that measures ollivi’-a

.ano: rode t;me nut pride ‘,ri the quaittv of their work. Because ot th aecar pride rita;
they rake in their work and craftsmanship, regardless of how depressi.n.g the prospects of
long-term unemployment might he-,-tnany Belgians would prefer to draw u.nemplovment
over doing menial work below their level, of training or skill. Thereibre intniigrants from

xl - wet-rId coca tries are viewed as neces sac : to correct a- remporar v Ia hor imbalancu
:15 nisrants arc h; oog’t in them \orrh ;\Tiica and ibrkce to v rn n Ba

‘as rn-N a. nd: oth::r menial iohs that Belgians reject. i’hesv intns tract - at c avc ace: --

sucn as nscdtctne and ,ccrranvns
a re ineligible to vote and a-era rely allowed to beco ne citizens. Although Belgit:ia-s
t-end not to warmly welcome third-world foreigners, antiracism legislation make:s
discriminatory public expressions against immigrants punishable bylaw Furthermore,
although-the Belgians fe-el: that third—world immigrants are only’ temporarily needec-,

<‘a utbc31iptn.

1—

Birth rates ao-d emigration while the immigrant population is increasing.- As
mentioned earl-i-er, social tradition-has -led -inost:.Belgian:.Taniiiiies.sto --have —two -or
fewer children despite the fact that the---Cathchc-influenced legal system prohibits
abortion and most forms. of birth control. -: -5: - -

- --

that reor’Ic have a necti and desite -to worn. in an cuort to
nansliasue nr:ematov rnent there has been an erhart Ic educe the’ workee eek. thus allowine
a few rv:rc ‘-orders inn, nsdusrr. Retirement age; already set at cC ‘ears. and all
Belgians have at least 4 weeks of amiual vacation p-aid by’ the government.-The call to
reduce working hours further, and-Fr-en radically,-is related to-a--strong-htliefin ti:ade
union circles- that the redistribution -of available work will help-ftrce don u.herhki-by:
rent rates I\-brieyen, l9BCp. 231).

Pa-dat - ns-et Bedsicis are fursvn d rhiukinc in their economic and arc
it- r n,s’ sers:-cc and dinios;atic indusr des in response to their native skills

Urban Versus Rural

Anothe-r sharp and abrupt contrast -is -between urban and rural: sett-ings. The
Belgian countryside is grcen and lush due to the abundant rainfall and high humidity
throuctiont ;ne Lear. As one drives through Belgium, tone stretches of rolling green.
h;lls wit httle white farnshcuses can he seen. The older tiirmhouscs have the barn on

iocr and rue family lives upstairs: the farmer web his large workhorse plowing
his field isa frequent sight. At times ]ikc’ these, it is hard to imagine that Belgium ever
enteredthe BOthcentury.

- :--. --

The cities- -typically look like medieval -fortresses, -;nany:-with a waii:-surrounding
them, interrupting th.e gentle -slope from urban-. to suhu:rban to rtiral:- -There are no

- N, -Stvie suhnros in Belt_nut it. An aerial view at ntht wc’uld snow rounhiv circular
areas of dense lights surrounded by miii networks of lights along minor hig’hwavs and
a idwe errs ri itght in rural areas. [his view might resemble the contrasrirms’ lace maue
arouno Brureis, whcn has densely wo en patches that are delicately connec;ed by

threacstootherdenselywoven-patches. --..:
- --:5:. :::.:::: -:-::

— -

inside the cities, one finds further contrasts:betwee.n-the-:modern- industriai:facihties
and the granrieur of the older architec-tnre. in Brussels,-the Atomiu-n, a large structure
built during a recent norhTs fair, resembles a giant silver atom. It has elevators that take
visitors op for a- stew around the city. he NAyO buidings, among ‘tubers. are modern
maci ellscient. ho: contrast, the- Brussels town sc-uare. the Grand Placc. is sun’ounded by

ne sneers and huildins’s with ornately carvec tacade-s, and it drsr’: -s mBa-c vtsror
hack to the cit-Vs origins in the 16th centurys

In recent times, there has be-en an - active --movement by more- than -two dozen
groups to reenact life in the Middle-Ages. It is-so -s-tr ngthat,°iuxeuilt-deli-nquents in
Flanders have been- ailoseed to atone hr their misdeeds-.by:making the Chaucerian
rdinn;race to Santiavo tie t-ompostcla, in northern Sr-am. 1:53 miles. on

Ba-igia” Lace 383
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Beauty Versus Practicality

A ttoa.i area of. cont:rast i.n Bciaian culture is that bet wee.n t.bei.r love for art and
beauty ant I th.ei.r sense of practicrlitg Obviously mo-st act-is beautiful and artistic but
it . s, des ic ned to adorn c 0th and linens rather t It o b a si.mplv ad 0

art c h .; r of thee (T p -a r :t ced bath ;;:•,. - . . .. ce- -an pry :t. cc -

tue *.:ct - p .acavaccct. it a -. iSOi:f t.t 0 -u . a t. s Itch re Oct ii

ci oil: uTtic Itt cliP altos: iiCu..i ails Or .r:caeaact:

the too r . ci F). e rn i.sh art was I I ear rId standard •- n tIre . (st Is th rouuls I 5 a
18th ccntnrie.s, Exr-nt.plifiecl by lirueghel. the va.n Er-cks, ar.d Ruben-s, Flemish art
started with the vivid, colors and. ilgu.re.s of the ltai.ia.n ken.ai.ssa.nce hut tnad.e rh.e
people less e.l.ongated, plumper, an-ti. more real.istic. Typi.cal. signs that a pai.nting
comes from the Flemish era are rosy red. cheeks and nit: presence of lace on the

in nortratt.s or on the -1ri in a still life.
Insi5.i n to lv of the. oh] cst.’ ch sir-c F cs i Fe.l.gi.u.ns an. rr ca a F a. d too nderful yea rks ar -

ho I- nr rt ri manly nat .a a candle-s - dl t c-ar t -.c re was ct-ca ted . s a

tad r ra n_u hat a 0 ‘yed so I Pt 1h e son Pdt

steal tb-c-se works from the chu rch.es is ahsu.rd to tlts- average Belgian. The oldest
churches are- all Catho-lic, each havi.n.g a stattte. of the Virgin Mary with hl.azing l.ittle
whi.te. cand.l.es- all a.rou.nd her, When Belgianr-, even n.on-practici.ng Cathal.ics, are ic-a
bled b v tooth or frm ilv at a at- one will frequently hear them tell how n ta uP

can dIes iii It a or lit fbr a up

most Heinous’ lives. [bc-people of Beicium doseern ic nave paint-ac ta rn-air
and seem to like li anna themselves iiescrtr-ed as a na-tic--a .drttns. helrnuo- a
proud of its ni-risli. past. naci not nith.it raison.

Anatiter etcisntple at Be.ieian practicenirs sine site where flr- ttat.rie af tb-ar
was waged in \Vorld War Ii. This batHe was -- rn-ajar victot-v fur the ali:ird fhrces and
ha.s- been a. major tourist attraction for ntanv :hra.rs. The site is ntanic.e-d tw a l.arge cir
cular m.onumeat with pi.llars listi.ne the name.s of the dead in that battle, resembling a
modern. stonen.enge. F b.c mon.nment is surrounded by rolhng hn.Is tI-rat, duri.ng totir.ist
season.,are meticulously covered with ravs of witite crosses to mark the resting places-
of the dead, After tourist season (September through April), the crs.tsses are removed.
and cows are pastured’ on the hills,

[nec prc,ductinit 1CUifcs strict and consptcx .cntrats re: aectid r,ee-a,tss no’--, s in
there must be balance henteen the spindles audi mc thread and errs’ ccn b.c r-atccrr,s lit

the cloth, This emphasis on controls and balance is simiinrh tbnttd in mc Belgian
preference tbr controlling behavior, interact nt with friends and colleagues in familiar
situations and surroundings, and leading balanced lives, In Hofstede’s (2001) cross-
cultural study of 55 nations, Belgium ranked sixth in terms of avoiding uncertainty. There
are several areas where Belgians tend to exhibit this h.igh degree of control. and
uncertainty avoidance, including lifestyle, transportation, social conventions, rules and
procedures, arid stress management. Belgians at-c regulated and suspicious, of anyone
who would change ileir adopted schedule or r.tutinc. Most Bel tans hat-c a deep—meted
aitacnnieill to what is cat eda a ..‘-.S’ttme sche-ilute: a: ilaurs turwcrssaourcrorrgay.

and $ hours for slecp. Modern management proposals to cnanee mite

so as to increase industrial output a- ‘e opposed. Al am: 5510 cern nta1,l

businesses work longer hours,hut they ai,o lend to live over their shops so they at-c never
far frc;ni home and iamtlv Most shops and businesses. r-,re cioseuan Norm av. a±h.aiagf
siflcc :1w Catholic (hu,’ cIt changed its polics to aitow parisnincrs atiatd

at-i Saturday cvenjng, more Belgian businesses- have Sunday hours.

Transportation

lb avoid uncertainty, the political and linguistic borders are well-defined and
mapped. Savvy traoelers can astrally determine x-vhich region they rtie in by the ft.rst
reference an the cii:- and street signs. I--ha v—ten this can all hr rictus: confusing to the
vsitar. as a, sian may list twa or year” ttante-s t the sam cc

Anmwcruett iint.h . An:c’rs itaenclr. and tt:tnerp cnn--sIt ti ne ciii

and sinus wii sa’ Ants erpen. i-Iu-wevcr. tithe man coasutted- cart c :natrt.S’ai-id;ntia cr
France. th.e city would be marked Anserc.

Control



.Belninm h.as: several large ports, .in.cludi.ng:An.twerp,-which •is the secoad.-large-st
port in Europe; -‘Id accommodate —the hut e:amount of :tra.de fron.r-its:port cities,
l.’eli ni has designed the most immense t ransportaton system in the vet aid far -a

as sue. Like the threads in a niece tat lace. the hichsvavs ,-aii -ave.
— J’ Lhttt’L to

efficscntrc au over helgium anti into the rest of Europe.
Maior...roads- are constructed .in:a:hub.an&spoke fa.shion;.’Ihtue are usually roads

e.nrircling larger cities- with.spokes -extendi:ng -out: toward, other mayor cities. 1:h.ese

h.ighways haveinany sign.s and. directions in varidus iansroages-deshoed-to acconamo
and travelers.As one drivve along the spokes ±:rr, eat cry to

rn’ ronA at chance halftvav between the cutles. shooict one take the hhtht5on
to wi \techeietr. haidcaa :rtor,n the

will. change to the Brussels road. indicatinc that the traveler is nine closer t.o Mechelen
than- Brussels. Changi.ng road signs ca.n severely compli.cate the trip of inexperienced
travelers. especialis- when the languages change. Hdwever,thi.s practice is orderly to the
Belihan mind, just, as the pattern an.d texture ofapiece of la.ce is ser hr Its-or 5-en.

.5: ne- druves over the’ cobblestone roads of the inner city are he a-cease-tad
the -countnr re are no stop signs. Er is assnunea:t e’,era intersect

the d.river to the right has the right of was, •no manor what the- ci.rcutns.tcmnces.
‘iherefore;-techn-icaily:at every intErsection drivers need look:on to the right before
proceedtn-g; and- Belgians- Will sometimes grow -quite -impatient with -travelers -who
stop to look in—all directions’heforeproceedingc::* - -:

cve cree ,_iih Fev21,’LM3rLnJ 0 i ‘e
that of road worker. Many of the dlv streets art paved ‘‘ coab-leste-res. To

streets. :nad crews can. he seen working On a smati area a’! the susie
road. digging -up ‘he cobblestones,-p-lacing them. in- a pile, cleaning then. carefuily, and
then relaying them. However, the -stones are not-simply replaced--in a haphazard fashion.
Rather.they are--laid in-an orderls’pattern similar:to the manner inwhich laceis arranged,
ode-n- with son;e arristiec’geometric design. Hence-this- oh, aithousdt s-eemingiv menial,

the Belgian sense of industry, beauty, and praeticali’na

Social Rules

In social. settings, Belgian..s are generahy formal. in their in-teragtiu-ns-with. others
and c-n-tploy a nunaher of explicit rules. For instance, when greeting others:, t-he
se—re -r-sr us rhr’c’r,:ru’cc wa to add-ross all but close friends, The

ate used n Inane countrIes waler
us enunnon a htts:ness anti nae:au

neighbors and aco uaintahces -

—

-:-.
-

—

- --

*fhrtna.i:titieg are hse-d-irz unani’butif.-ess and sod ial settiPgs:in.heu.of the-full nanie;
for -evantpIei -Mdn-siEur hr tfi/,ieek-:-.fo.t a mal:Mada,ne:Of,MevroItrfoha.Tnatried
womnaru, and Alt-s o’ctnoiselle or let--row for a single wornan:ln-s mnporthdt not -to

Monsieur or Madamcwith-a-Flemish-speaker; in.stead,:Mt,.Ms Miss;or:ddrs. is-the
prei’srred form. ‘fl-tIes are also used -in unany-subordinatersoperior relations-hips,-such
as student w protdssor or en-rolovee to boss. Both the French and Dutch languages
trcornomatcthrmai and inldrmai manners in which a person can he addressed.
lntormai address 15 usee when addressin a child. hut adults generally need to know
one another well berdrc oainrnuntealin in thus way. Among younger people and in
business with Enghshkpeaking partners -there-is, however,--mttch-less-fo-rmaiityand- -it
iscomm-on:tou.sefirstnnmes;:: --

---: - : -- : —

—

-: -

Greetings are also an es-tremely irruportantpart of the social rituald:Handshakes are
nc-u In unrest the’o’t tattles are ‘ood friends. A person set11 t; picaliy shake hands

scutil evc’rvoiac ourine the- erecting and agam heibre leaving the meeting or event.
Ficurians wiil often lament 1 they- do not have a chance to shake hands before parting.
in addition,w-otnen-greeting either men or women in an-informal manner will generally
kiss three times on alternating cheeks.

-- - — --

- :.:. ::

Belgians a-re con-scious o;f social- rituals such as -gift-:giving -Gifts- :are Euven.:at.any
tape of social visit, and n a to do so is seen as rude. However, gills are normally not a
part of business reiarionships.A typical gift when one is invited to dinner is flowers
except chrvsanthen,ums, which sienufy deathg a small box of chocolates, or an

urusnai fruit such as a pineappie. li the visit extends to a number of days. it is com
mon practice to offer a gift for each dew spent.Acknowledgmentsand thanks aremade
in writing for any -gift received,- Even -birthe-hy- a:nd -holiday -cards, Jn:::Bdlgidih.gNew
Year’s cards are sent in lien of Christmas cards.

Almost all socual gatherings are somewhat ldrnaal. When alcoholic beverages are
sct’ved, it is customary to wait until everyone is served and then, with some ceremony.
hr raise onEs glass to each person in turn, catching his or her eves an-cl wishing him or
her gezondiu fit, sante, or the like. Likewise, it is customary to wait for every-one at the
table to be served before eating. Just before taking the first bite of food, everyone says
sroaalthjk or hon appftit or, in other words, wishes everyone else a tasty meal.
Ins itorions are frequently sent to dinner guests, even to close friends, and a formal
four-coarse meal us normally prepared.Afternoon tea ca-n also be a tbrmal event.

Peot-de. including. close friends and family, seidona drop by another’s house without
llrst telepnoning. Neighbors also observe this protocol. maintaininga high level of for
m.ility when interacting..-\l] this formality,however,does not keep Belgians from vis
iting each other. They normally love to socialize; they jo-st like to plan ahead s-vhen
someone is comiog.Their plans often includegoing to thehakeryon the cornerto get
a medal dessert tc’ serve with tea. ‘-s’h:ch ma;’ be traditional tea or herbal tea.

Wherim one enters a Belgian borne, there is generally an unheated entryway with
coats are hung and’ wet shoes are kept. By contrast

the livung area of the house is generally warm and cozy. Thoughts of potting on a cold
coat and:avet shoes.m:a—explain why guestiastayho long ott -.winter:highta, ::-::

- -

Belgians -tend to--f eqhire cettaintv and p:iyy i.fl sodalltettihgsakweii:aa itt ehetfday
t’-heug ‘:a,,laos’es door’ps tloklnabt peorahi ,assths ntansthat
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even cahi:nets and dosets can be locked, ln.husiness settiugsit .is arpropriate to knock
on a door an:d wait for an answer a.nd ai.so to keep doors closed i.n rh.e office, A: homw
o tner

Tha’ naed 5” sess to guaranTee prwacv and secu In ile older kafdngs o,
some universitiesc there is a light above th.e :professord closed office door, When a
student wants to see the professor; h.e or she mu.st ring a hell, i.o response tnwhi.ch. th:.e
protessoract;vatesthe light’s color to’ indicate whether the student should come in
(greenhwait a few minutes (yel.low), or go’away (red)Wl.il.e thi.s may seem extrem.e,
I’ apncais to the lie ,,lan scpw ‘ T nut cd’rx ano in ncr ‘K sen,e a Ut n ,s used u

some nnrthern Eu.ropean nation:s to sonic extent

Public Gatherings

Certai.aty i.s also high.ly desirable in social agreements. For .Belgi.ans, th.eir word is
thei.r hood. and prom;ses most he kept. Hc,wever, beneath al.l. the fh-rm.al rituals and.
procedures, the. Belg.ian people tend to be quite friendly, laid hack, and. good-natured..
lb see h.is sid.e of their personaIitp one can go to a lncai pub and observe the closeness
of the relationships, and abundant consumption of been Beer is not only a cherished
drink hut .a .soorce of pride usc Beig.ians. .Most Belgian .cities have at least o.ne brewery;
and ,hu snaPc0thc hops hs’0 in ‘ne da nn asn’er air Be mans niP make beer on1 A
most any grain a.nd wi.neoutof .most.any fruit

Another place v.rhere .Belgians. .are’::sp.re:to ccingrega.te .is at the local fritriur or

french.Jrv makerl shop. In most aei.ghborhoods it is a place to. escape fro.m the cold
weather and to.:iearn::ail ..the iatest. gossip, ..l3elgi.a.n fren-.ch-. fries, fits (pronounced.
“freets”.), are :thickiv sliced and :fded on.ce at l.ow heat long enou.gh to soften them,
Then theyare.allowed.to choI.oampleteiyi.’ edae bein.g fried again.in vury hot lard., The
result is.a.crispy outside.wi.th.a.,spfI..inside,.much.hlke th-e I, r.ead.. in t.he bakeries. hits
arc- served i.n a paper cone with, a .choice of 20 or more toppings, inciudi.ng stew merit
(usually horse meat with a .heer gravy), cu.rry sauce, .and. “sauce A.mericanh wh.ich is
ketchup They are as .popular in Belgium as hamhu.rgers are in. Ameri.ca.

Before lace makers arrange the- spi.ndles and’ thre.ad to begin weaving a p.iece of lace,
they first design the pattern on cardho-ard and carefully pooch brass pins in the card’
board pattern to guide the thread during weaving. Similarly one ma.nifestatiou. of i.si.gh
uncertai..nty avoid.an.ce is. that Belgians have regu.Iations and cu.stoms h-at a.ct as brass
pi.ns to .guide behavi.or in most. situations, They tend to dislike the govern.inent an-d.
police oiftce.rs but to love ordex, so they tolerate ti.e intrusion, Dealing with hevernn.ent
office-s- is tedious. There are specific p-apers and experts for everythi.ngWirst 0-lit’ mast
figure out what paper to filI out for th ne.e’ded. s’ervi.ce, and-. then the trick is to fi.gure
out w.hat bui.Idi.ng and, what window has the expert who can. process the paperwork.

A ftireigner.movin.g’tp:Belgiuin has 3(1 d.ay-s to register and g.et a resident visa tm.m
t.he ci.ty that governs the area. wh.ere th.e, foreigner ‘tviii he i.iving. Then the visa :must he
renewed. every:3 .months, an.d :0 new oneS must be .issued w.benever .th.e .foreigner
changes addresses. Citir.ens. of ..the ..EU are not required ‘to. ci rry visas, hut •most

.qi4.:cg 389

Belgians carry’ personaf cards or ‘business cards with, their fam.ily ‘. n’a:me,: Borne
address, and teleph.one number, which:.they can exchange or: leave ‘with a note on’.:t.he
hack if they missed someone on whom they- caine.to ‘cal.l. ‘‘‘ . .

.

As noted earlier., the complex federated governi.ng structure of the nati.on causes
confu.sion, especially for the newly arrived foreigner. The city of Ilrusseis, one of the
two capitals of th.e European Parliament, is techn.icaily not”equivai’ent.:tO the Br.psseis: “, ‘:

:,‘

‘:*,:

region, although geographically they are the same. ft is understandable w’hy some vim
itors call Brussels the capital of confusion (Waxman,’ 1993), . :

Living With Stress

Hofstede (2001) demonstrated a strong correlation between high. uncertainty
avoidance and high an.xiety and stress. This characteristic is manifested in Belgians in
several, ways. On.e is that they are a”doi.ng” society: busy ad day long, typical.ly risin.g
early.,, Many Belgi.an -sayings refer to th.e judiciops use of ..time, such. u.s. “lime is
money-”; “Make hay ‘while the sun shines”; and”Time hei..l-s.all, so.getback.to business”
(Verleven, 1987, p.. 55). They .try-. to p:npar.e :for.’.eyeryth.ing .so..th.at no.: thing.can .go
wrong. Much. of th.is feeling m.ayhe attributed :10 their geographical :Ioeatiop.‘flid :dS
tori.cal lack of control oyer invading armies, As noted: e.arlier1 :modern .Beigium. .has
been a country since t830’. The North Sea. on the west ‘is Belgium’s only naturai:boundarv.
Therefore any emperor conquering the continent. generaliy.started in:Bdgium’ (the
how Countri.es) and moved on from there, as did Bisma.rck in the 19th and Hitler in
the2Oth century

:

: ‘
.‘

The reli.gious orientation of the Belgians also contribu.tes to their .need .to he
constantly busy Catholi.c doctrine places ..high. importance on: .good .works. and
personal in.du-try i.n this life to assure a.comfortable station in the’next...About75.% of
Belgians are Catholic. Historically, Belgium .produced. .more nuns..and ..priests’per
capita than any other nation in th.e wodd, A.lthou.gh religious intensity has declined
sin.cc WOrld War H and most Belgians do not attend church regularly-, a majority a.re
still educated in Catholic schools,

Because Cathol.icism is the official religion of Belgium, Cath.oiic pa.rishes-, priests,
and schools are heavily subsidized by the statm Freedom of religion is guaranteed in
the Belgian constitution, and most major religions can:he found’ :soiiiewhere in
Brussels. But for most Belgians, religions other than Catholic are for foreigners.

One res-ult of the great effort that Belgians ma.ke to foilow traditi’on and avoid
uncertainty is th.at they frequent].y have minor’ breakdowns, It’s n.ot un.commo’n to
cal.I on them for an appointment and be pu.t niB because today they- are havin.g.a
zermr’w inspamsing, a Dutch phra’se translated •as a nervous strain, Tf’pical.Iy’.this
means they- overslept, overexerted them’selves, or generally aren’t :prepared’.’to’.:face
the world for a while. :,

: ,: ‘‘ ‘, “

When:. they feel ‘a breakdown com..i’r’g on., Belgians. will ‘call a.’:doctcr,:’,who,:wii’l
routinely prescribe tranquiiizers and ‘bed: rest, hr ‘Belgium niedirine’.is ao’cki.ized
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Cooperation and Harmony

The lace maker’s primary thoughts while weaving a strand of i.ace must always tocus
on t.he hahn cc. and symmetry of the desigit, -k careful ha’.lance is ma iut.ained

.iverpouc’stneotl’e’.ihc

00 stray ends or spaces to ‘nal meutiwoeite rO,tarr

a tea: cite r th ,:s ace in a he r m as’ be e.u i tand cc’ ci at: se ‘ev t hit: ;:,5

range. of mo’tio-n. There are n.o extreme movements.
Furthermore,lace itself is a subtle an.d unobtrusive material,El±aditional lace, being

all whit.e or ivory., is used to neutralize the hol.d colors of background m.aterial: t.o
wooden tables. or to balance an object i oldie The care

‘0: mccc narureof lace with its neutralizing and non-extreme tetoc

to the world, espeeaily m connnuirv, tatesman:-riy-acis1 n,eest>:
Belgians exert a great deal of energy maintaining contnuirv. ne status. auo,

balance, and a set standard of living for all. They nornall.y work to ensure that their
internal cultural and li.nguistic differences do not disrupt daily l.ife, squel.ching
con.fl i’cr.s by remain i rtg neutral or ha reaching mutual o’ usensus amour the involved

existence helvuini has nadiii&ustic

get these ‘ensioris have ncr’s mounted to vi deuce or leodsiecci
car: c.:r,cs:ssi:u ‘era made and terilners see-re detused so tI;;: tat> 1:0

he carefully balanced. In lace making, this means the thre ,ds ar.e held tigh-tly to; u:eluce

both the slack and. the potential for unnecessary gaps or holes that rni.ght: weaken th.e
durability and qu.alirv of the cloth.

The Middle Road

Atoug Belgians cc do litt! to control the weather in their country, the r,toderaie
climate seems to reflect their approach. to 11th: the middle road hetween extremes. Due
t.o the gulf streams off the coast. the c].i.mate is mild. ranging front about 35°F in the
oirte.rto>hout 75°i.t in the heat of th.e summer. The weather is frcau.ently cloud

in.Ic snore and role tulir sunny oat”. nc’ceve -cm: t-,c- C- tO

‘s:’:othrahia 1st a cloudless dat’ because the clout wad to no are the
road nets-ecu ext ‘cores is also where Belgian morocco- can u.’ aai.: ‘or

found. So bordi.nates wil.l refer to managers using formal titles and lost names; however,
tn.anage.rs will seldom stand out because of appearance, consptcuous cousn.mption., or
attitudes that might separate management from line workers, as frequentl happens. in

tJoiasl Staten ;titain . tc, Belgians wealth is to be shared rather rhac. flaunted.

Furthermore, the Belgian balancing and peace-making approach to life is
reniicated in their competitive (or nor-so-competitive) nature. Belgians tend to be

aereateresteur than roes are comperi:iue. Their 0-cia! arid economtc
wa designed a a fashion that acruall” lessens the competittve drive. For
tic-c ciatized system ror health- and wettare provides full health care and

monetary subsistence for all citizens. Furthermore, there is no time limit on eligi
bility fur unemplovmedr. as long as the person appears at the appointed tim.e each
week a.t the unemployment (labor bureau) office an.d regularly applies fur ope.ntn.gs
in her or his state.d occupation, The appointed time chances ich week to prevetit

ar .-td: acpoinrnaenl. I her a. Iii sscver, prop rtional heneflts

Ftccerals t; crc ha. h-e,-u discussion of irm- iting the- nr allowance to
S -cears, hut as long as the government can afford it, Belgians will, probably not limit
thi.s subsidy. Most citizens feel it is a socia.l. right to have a certain standard of living
re-gardiess of a person-b ahil-it to find a lob for which he or she i.s suited. Needless to
car, the c.neniolc;vmear >ubsidv. social securitv.’health care system, and other socialized
scr’ ices in Be!uium are iarcciv responsible fur one of the highest tax rates In \\hstern
Eeo’ope. Ai-tlteua’h Belgian workers tend to be highly skilled ard hard vi rking. thus
meat lug a sttuation in whtch there is high productivity per worker, the tax rates are so
high that the cost of labor almost offsets the productivity.

Aooth.er fbctor of Belgian soci.etv that i.nduees a l.ess competitive nature is that the
salary earned in many’ ioNs does not vary to retlect effort and performance. For

a- node-scot rvhe. nstracts classes, devotes an inordinate amount of time to
escarc. and publishes regularly will not be paid any more than a profecsor who

a much mere relaxed lifests Ic. Other rh-an personal achievement, which is
not necessarily hig-hlv valued, there is little reward for working harder than the
average protessor or coworker. There is a greater empha.sis on cooperation between
colleagues rather than climbing over o.ne another to get to the top.

Born Negotiators

Furthermore, belgians share a great iradttion of statesniansh ip and the ability to
n.egotiate on behalf of o’thcrs. Peter Paul Rubens, the Flemish painter, ‘was a legendary
statesman whos,e greatest efforts ‘were in fostering international cooperation. He was
hircd by royaltu and wealth’ merchants to paint p ‘rrraits of others, While he had the
scn:et se-ate5i 0 ‘r long .5ercm ct tine, he yeas raid to nut ti rth the pnilosor’iec or

lets hen ether :1. For excinute. he seas >ent he Philip lv king’ ol apain, to
0 r ‘

— ‘w ti It ‘attrntt tel

the two nattons. Ibis is one reason why kuhens painted about I MOO royal portraits.
Modern Belgians have carried furward thi.s trad.ition, The cooperative nature of the

Belgians it’ again apparent i.n their approach to the F.uropean Community and the
t’a’rid, Behti’c’ rod: lb stoictie and cultural dive-rsiv made it an ideal model tl-r rhe”EU O”
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and easily obtainable, alth,ough quality is often questionable. T’he heah:h care

infrastructure is imlnense, given the size of the population. Home uisit.s by doctors
00:’:

-

: as ace to’ to. and paramedic sd:ppurt
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are ai.so minces icc1 there is am nan: an

t-ccerv hind of need.. Due m’*minurns cuhura.ttcci se-as and. unqua.li.ficdacn
tan.ce at hese mternattonat orna ui.ra tmons, its balanced nature, and its central. location,

Brussels has become one of the most important mternunon.al. areas .in t.he worl.d.

In addition, i.nternational corporations seeking expansion. hate European markets

have headed the Beleina borden aver the past 30- yearn Ahou.t 40% of Belgian indas

trie.s are foreign owned. in an ntcres ti.ng ton:st, the raider of the King of Been in

A nice maniA cli en s:ar Busch (I.lu - ci s er and. Bud Ii n.h ml. :c a-cad in 2 008 to a S 2h I- . co

Thuscanarher eie.rnent that the Kadvians aeenaingh ham ace erkartiessly is the intenmu

tion a Ii: a. at on of their: small con -v wh.il.e m.aintai.n ire’ r own identity.

A Proud People

Finalha although there are oha ionslv many reasons dir the Belgians to he proud and

boast t a .- cc Ic ou tsi.de the n:m a at r v a rerarely at: of B..—i. a i a a :a cconaphsn me” -. For

nit.L.icce tnanv readers nice tao: ha-cc- heca aware of mite.- daan,’rtance ofhelnfc.n: to lace

detectiac mtcrcw-e-ncann[ aa,anic5t.’WtietOiriOttmtr lh ntis-c--n under.ivia-cthn
ot intcatmationai recognitana seams to -Lie primarily lic- r-acntt of die Be.l.g:iananpr-cach

to life. Be-Igians are not ge.neral iv boastful, tending not to expound. rLhont their

cataahiliti.es and accomplish.ments. In contrast,they act asmall piece of lace

on the cnII.ar of a garment; they bring out the best qualities of th.ose with whom they

work wi;hont being flashy or cailina: atten.tion to themnseices. home, view this a.pcn ‘ach
as. an it-sfariority complex of sorts. Isat thi-s-- ide.a is: conrra.dicred by ftc deftn.ite ct-ide

on Oi ret Reift —

tat a’ gm-a
.

a :-i --er t a t tie t-. t,.- -aim :: it - --vat--i - a ne cc-tao: rt a : a :L a a- ta 1 5 asic cs toe- ‘ii

in short. h-amman: sasconapiexas t— az:c’as-nd nsa and
a-c ate-ct tha J:mtmicngcs posed iii. titan OiL ct,r —t- a mOat etc st acar an-tone :ts ant:
a:nd. drie-aistic ‘n-oops While this country has hce’n inmerttaric,nallc rca’acnized as an

independent state thu lean than 200 a-ears- its., past has- been rich. P.s future is bright hut
complicated, just like the lace for which th.e nat:ion is well known. Belghtna adds:
character and richness to the E’U-,j-us-t as a .small piece of lace adds beauty and depth
t-o a weli-craft.ed garnaeht.
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