WRIT 4260/5260

Stroupe

Reading Guide: Tufte’s Chapter 7

Open this Word file and type your answers below each item.  If working in some other digital format, label your answers with question/section number and item letter.  I will ask you to copy and paste all your answers into a web form at the beginning of class.    

1. What are the two effective "general strategies" or techniques for organizing images in a confection as discussed in this chapter?   Name, briefly explain, and give an example (with the page numbers from Chapter 7) of each.  
2. What is the difference between a collage and a confection, according to Tufte?  Why is this distinction important in understanding how a confection works?  

3. What are some ways that confections can go wrong? List three features of ineffective confections, according to Tufte. 
⁯ 
4. Go online and do a search for the name of one of the figures (besides Jackson Pollock) included in Mark Tansey’s The Myth of Depth on page 132-33.  

In a few sentences, summarize what you discover about that person’s opinions on (and attitudes toward) the work of the artist Jackson Pollock and/or “abstract impressionism” in art.  How does what you find help to explain Tansey’s painting, why Tansey puts that figure in the boat, and why Tansey presents the figure the way he does (posture, gestures, position, etc.)?  

5. What does abstract impressionism have to do with “depth”?  “the myth of depth”?  

6. Confections perform two important tasks: 

1. they break down a complex idea or narrative into its component parts, and 

2. they visually show the dynamic relationships of those parts (so they’re not simply presented as a list)

Identify an example of a confection from the chapter, give the page number, and, in a few sentences, explain how the confection visually accomplishes both these two analytical functions.  

