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Stroupe

Reading Guide: Tufte’s Chapter 2

Open this Word file via the link provided on the web site, and type your answers below each item.  If typing answers into some other digital format from this printed version of the prompts, label each of your answers with the section number and item letter.  
I will ask you to copy and paste all your answers into an email to me before we begin class.    
Since we will not be using the computers when we discuss these answers, you may want to print your responses, place bookmarks in your book, or make a list of page numbers and key ideas for you to refer to.
1. Key Term to Define

Define each term based on the reading and context.  Include a page number.  If it is helpful, you can refer to an example from the reading, but don’t depend on the example as your definition.  
Chart junk

aggregations

2. Phrases to Interpret and Apply 

Explain the following phrases that appear in the reading, and apply the explanation to an example from the text.  
A. “descriptive narration is not causal explanation”

B. “multivariate nature of analytic problems”

C. “numbers become evidence by being in relation to” 

3. Short Answers

A. When John Snow created a graphic to solve the mystery of the 1854 cholera outbreak in London, which variable was more important to include: time or location?  Why?  Explain in a short, but formally written and correct paragraph.  

B. At the end of the chapter, Tufte summarizes his advice in six principles.  List these principles and give an example of each being realized or ignored from the chapter.  Include page numbers for each.  

4. Be Prepared

On the chart at the top of page 45, be prepared to point to where the dot should go on the scatterplot graph to mark the amount of probable O-ring damage at 29 degrees (if we extrapolate from the dots included).  What is the significance of 29 degrees?  

